Remarks by Geralyn Ritter, Vice President, Global Public Policy and Corporate Responsibility, Merck;
President, The Merck Company Foundation
Women Deliver Africa Regional Consultation
Panel Discussion: “Access to Maternal Health through Private Delivery of Care, Partnerships and Social
Business Solutions”
Kampala, Uganda
March 27, 2012
Welcome guests, thank you for joining today. This panel discussion will explore how a large and growing
sector of local health providers can be mobilized to play a more prominent role in improving women’s
health. We are fortunate to have such a knowledgeable panel of speakers.
When it comes to expanding women’s access to quality care and reducing maternal mortality,
governments and NGOs are increasingly looking at private health care providers as a critical part of a
comprehensive approach. As we will hear from these experts, local health businesses – including
individual providers as well as pharmacies and health shops – are also a fruitful area for multi‐sector
collaboration and innovation.
• Here’s why:
o Private health care is one of the fastest growing segments of the health care system.
o Approximately 50% of the population in Africa already receives their care from private
providers working in clinics as well as individual entrepreneurs, such as midwives, traditional
birth attendants and owners of health shops. And this percentage is rising.
o Although many people may associate private health care with the wealthy, this is not the case.
In fact, private care is an important source of health care for people in the lowest income
quintiles – where maternal mortality is concentrated.
o Private providers and health businesses are often conveniently located, have flexible hours
and are perceived to offer higher quality care – all strong reasons why they may be preferred.
Today’s panel will offer unique insights into the evolving role of private providers and health businesses
in delivering women’s health products and services.
The group will discuss multi‐sector efforts to improve quality through franchising and developing
standards of care. We will also talk about making care more affordable through creative financing
schemes such as vouchers and insurance. And we will learn about business solutions to strengthen the
supply chain and make sure women receive the life‐saving products they need.

This topic is particularly interesting to Merck because it dovetails well with our new initiative – Merck for
Mothers. We have made a 10‐year commitment to join the global effort to reduce maternal mortality
globally and help countries reach MDG 5.
We at Merck/MSD agree with governments and NGOs on the need to better leverage the reach of
private health providers and health businesses to help countries reach MDG 5. That is why Merck for
Mothers is exploring how we can work with the global health community and the business community
to strengthen private health care delivery.
In fact, I’m delighted to tell you that today we announced a bold public‐private partnership with the U.S.
Government called Saving Mothers, Giving Life. This ambitious initiative aims to rapidly reduce the
number of maternal deaths by 50% in select districts in Zambia and here in Uganda. As part of this
partnership, we are working closely with the U.S. and Ugandan governments to develop a
comprehensive, integrated maternal health program involving private providers. A cornerstone of the
partnership is to build on the success PEPFAR has had in reducing HIV/AIDS.
The partnership is also tapping the distinct expertise of the founding partners, including Merck, the
Government of Norway, American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists and the advocacy
organization Every Mother Counts. Merck and the other partners will be sharing more details as Saving
Mothers, Giving Life gets underway.
We all look forward to learning more about the untapped potential of private health care to save
women’s lives.

