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These programs are supported by funding from Merck, through Merck for Mothers, the company’s 10-year, $500 million initiative to help create a world where no woman dies
giving life. Merck for Mothers is known as MSD for Mothers outside the United States and Canada.
07/17

MATERNAL MORTALITY AND
MORBIDITY IN PENNSYLVANIA

Overcoming the Distance Challenge in Zambia:
SPOTLIGHT
ONWaiting
MATERNAL
HEALTH
IN
The
Maternity
Homes
Alliance
PENNSYLVANIA
GeoGraphic areas: 8 districts across Zambia (Lundazi, Mansa, Chembe,
About half
of all births
take
placeand
in Philadelphia,**
Kalomo,
Nyimba,
Pemba,
Zimba,
Choma)
where the maternal mortality rate has more than

scale:
24since
maternity
homes maternal
linked to high
quality health facilities
doubled
1980.waiting
Philadelphia’s
mortality

>141,000
annual live
births

rate is considerably
high.
Racial
disparities are also
timeframe:
June 2015
– May
2018

evident: between 2010 and 2012, 74% of all pregnancyrelated deaths that took place in Philadelphia occurred
among Black women even though these women
comprise
of those
who give
In
Zambia, only
many45%
women
live miles
frombirth.
the closest health facility with few, if any, affordable and safe transportation

options, making it difficult for them to receive the quality, timely care they need during pregnancy, childbirth and postpartum.
The Maternity Waiting Homes Alliance aims to overcome this distance challenge by building and strengthening
maternity waiting homes — residences near health facilities where pregnant women can stay until they go into
labor and immediately after childbirth. The goal is to make these homes sustainable by empowering local communities
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to overcoming the distance barrier to high quality care for
women from remote areas. The evaluation will produce
actionable findings to inform efforts to scale up maternity
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need to enjoy healthy, safe pregnancies and to improve their long-term wellbeing.
The Maternity Waiting Homes Alliance is part of Savings Mothers, Giving Life, a public-private partnership among the U.S. Government, the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, Every Mothers Counts, Project C.U.R.E and Merck for Mothers to reduce maternal mortality in sub-Saharan Africa.

*Women of reproductive age (18-44). ** Recent data on maternal state-wide mortality rates are not available. ***Women over 18 years of age.
These programs are supported by funding from Merck, through Merck for Mothers, the company’s 10-year, $500 million initiative to help create a world where no
woman dies giving life. Merck for Mothers is known as MSD for Mothers outside the United States and Canada.
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